
Day 1: CHELSEA 
 
We entered the airport at 7:00PM EST time. All of us were very excited for this great trip. 
Departure time was at 10:40PM EST. Finally at 9:55PM EST we boarded the B767 US Airways 
plane. It was a long plane ride, but it was worth it.  
 
The wait was over. We arrived at 11AM in London. All of us went through customs, and showed 
our passports. We met our coach on the other side and he took us straight to Stamford Bridge 
on the underground while the tour operator took our luggage. We hopped onto the Piccadilly 
Line at Heathrow and set off for the Chelsea v Hull match. The tube zoomed at full pace and we 
passed several other stations. We got off at Fulham-Broadway alongside tons of Chelsea fans 
and a few Hull fans that had clustered onto the. We arrived at the stadium just before kickoff.  
 

       
 
The kick-off was brought forward to 12.45pm and was the first game of the new English Premier 
League season. We noticed that the Chelsea fans would boo Steven Hunt (the Hull left wing) 
every time he got the ball. One of the dads told us a few seasons before this game Hunt 
fractured Petr Cech’s skull. To our surprise Hunt put Hull ahead 1-0. The game was very 
suspenseful until the 42nd minute right before Didier Drogba hit a free-kick into the lower right 
corner. At half time and all Chelsea fans were eagerly waiting for another goal.  We all went to 
get a soda and a pie from the concession stand.  The pies were great!!  Another 45 minutes 
passed and it was still 1-1. They added 6 minutes for injury time. In those 6 extra minutes Didier 
Drogba received a pass from Deco, turned his defender and lofted the ball over the keeper to 
score the winner. The crowd erupted. It was so loud. Chelsea ended up winning 2-1. After the 
game we went into the Chelsea Megastore and bought some apparel. We then boarded the bus 
and rolled back to the hotel. What a day! 
 

 
Some of the parents decided to go to the U2 concert that evening at Wembley.  Our coach was 
able to secure some tickets and a fine time was had by all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 2: TOTTENHAM 
Woke up fairly early to eat our English style breakfast. We next walked to our bus to head to 
Tottenham for a training session with their academy skills coach. The training session was built 
around technical skills, flare and 1v1 situations.  
 

      
 
After training we got on our bus and traveled to White Hart Lane to watch the Tottenham v 
Liverpool game. The game started fairly slowly until a rocket shot into the upper corner was 
scored in the 44th minute by Tottenham’s left back. We were all amazed by how far forward the 
wide defenders get in the premier league. At halftime the score was 1-0 to Tottenham. When 
play got underway again, multiple chances arose, including many penalty calls. One of them 
was called against Tottenham and Steven Gerrard stepped up and made it 1-1. As the game 
came to the last half an hour, a call for a free-kick was awarded and when the cross came in, 
Tottenham’s new center half, Bassong, slotted a header home making it 2-1 to Tottenham. In the 
last 20 minutes Liverpool created many chances. A questionable foul in the box on Vorinin and a 
handball had Liverpool fans going crazy at the referee. Because of this, every time a Liverpool 
player touched the ball, Tottenham fans shouted sarcastically “Handball”. It was hilarious along 
with all of the other amusing songs! In the end, Tottenham held out, winning 2-1 against the 3rd 
favorites to win league. After the game, we came home and even though our bus was an hour 
late, we had dinner, and went to bed. What a day! 
 

 
 
 
 



Day 3: READING 
Once we awakened we sprung into the shower and ate breakfast quickly because we had to 
depart from the hotel to go to a training session at Reading FC with their under 13 academy 
coach. We had a normal warm-up routine, and then went to do technical drills. We were familiar 
with some of the drills, but one we did a move in it called Jacks, where you let the ball through 
your legs. Afterwards we ended with a regular game and coach bet Todd that he would get 
scored on a lot.  
 

      
 
After the training session we went to Windsor to sight see and take a look around the ancient 
castle. As well as seeing the castle we got to eat lunch at a restaurant named “Ha Ha” bar and 
grill.  
 
From Windsor we headed back to Reading FC training ground for a game against Reading’s u-
13 academy team.  The facilities at the training ground were amazing with perfectly flat short 
grass fields.  Our teams were very evenly matched, and the other team was very good at 
shielding the ball and communicating to each other. We were really up for the game and gave as 
good as we got.  We ended up winning the close fought match 2-0.  It was a very great 
experience for us to finally play against a European team after being coached by Europeans for 
the last 3 years. After the game we showered in the changing rooms then went back to the hotel 
for dinner and bed. 
 

 
 



Day 4: WEMBLEY 
On Tuesday morning we took a tour of England’s National Wembley. There were 4 floors in the 
stadium and we took escalators to the fourth floor to start out the tour. The first thing we saw was 
the 1966 FIFA World Cup Crossbar. Then we were able to see pictures from the old FIFA World 
Cup games. We were all excited to see the England World Cup team’s locker room, including 
showers, ice baths, physio and warm-up rooms. We got to see Steven Gerrard, David Beckham 
and Wayne Rooney’s jerseys. The tour guide gave us a lot of information like the stadium seats 
were angled to the center circle so that all 90,000 fans could have a great view while sitting 
down. He also told us that there were 2,618 toilets in the stadium. We were able to go down on 
the field and hold the FA Cup replica which was worth 20,000 pounds. We also got to go in the 
VIP dining room which not a lot of people were allowed to go in. We had a workout where we 
had to go down 12 flights of stairs to go to the conference room. The tour guide told us that the 
seats in the front of the room were for the manager, captain, and man of the match. We had our 
picture taken here before entering the field through the tunnel to the sound of 90,000 fans 
singing away on the speakers.  It was awesome! After the tour we went into the shopping store 
and purchased lots of England memorabilia.   
 

      
 
Following the tour we headed to central London for an afternoon of shopping in Lilywhites and 
sightseeing. By the end of the day we were shattered and fell into our beds. 
 

 
 

 



Day 5: LEICESTER CITY 
We all didn’t get much sleep because there were two fire alarms in the middle of the night. 
Fortunately, we were able to check out of the hotel and head north to Coach Lee’s home, 
Leicester.  We arrived in Leicester around lunchtime and took the afternoon sightseeing around 
town.  The town had a mix of modern shops, malls and old style outdoor market. Later in the 
afternoon we had a pasta dinner then set off for Leicester City’s training ground to play games 
against Grimsby Town and Leicester City u13 Academy squads.  When we arrived coach Lee 
showed us around the 1st teams facilities then we met up with the Academy Director who took 
time out to come and meet with us all.  The training ground was very impressive and had 
amazing fields to play on.  We first played Grimsby and beat them 3-0.   
 

 
 
Later in the evening we played a very good Leicester City team and managed to hold on for a 0-
0 tie.  They were very skilled and organized and we learnt a lot from playing them.   
 

 
 
After the games we showered in the changing rooms then followed Bill, Lee’s dad, to a local 
Indian restaurant.  We watched match of the day on the TV screens and ate lots of different 
Indian food. I had chicken tikka masala which was great. Everbody had a good time. At 11.30pm 
we left and went back to the hotel after a very long and tiring day. 
 



 
 
Day 6: BIRMINGHAM CITY 
On Thursday we woke up ready for another match against a professional academy. This time it 
was against Birmingham City’s U-14 Development team. We got to the grounds late morning 
and changed in the dressing rooms. After a short warm up we were ready to play.  By the end of 
the first half we were up 1-0 off of a great goal by Christos. Fortunately, that goal was enough to 
see us end up winning 1-0. After we showered the Birmingham players presented us with a 
small memento to take back home with us.  We were very happy that we had now gone 4 games 
against academy opposition and had not let in 1 goal. 
 

 
   
After a long bus north, we arrived at one of the greatest stadiums in the world, Manchester 
United’s Old Trafford. We started off the tour by getting a stunning view of the great field. Then 
we walked back to the dressing room. There the tour guide told us the players would drink tea 
and another drink of their choice. He also told us that they would clean the players boots. In 
fifteen minutes they could wash 200 boots. After a few good photos with the jersey’s, we headed 
to the players lounge and then onto the pitch and dugouts.  After the tour finished we went up to 
the Manchester United Museum which had many trophies and memorabilia from the clubs past.  
From there we headed to the megastore where Josiah tried to by a Manchester United tutu, and 
many of us bought apparel.  
 

      
 



Day 7: EVERTON 
In the morning we finally had time to relax and sleep in. We ate another okay breakfast and took 
a dip in the pool. We swam up until we had to go to our Everton FC training session. When we 
arrived at the facility we were in awe. It was so nice and cost 16.5 Million pounds to build.  They 
told us that the sale of Wayne Rooney funded most of the facility.  There were over 20 pristine 
grass fields, turf fields and a huge indoor facility with turf field, gym, pool, hill cimbs and 
restaurant. That afternoon we trained indoors because of the rain. We learned plenty of great 
moves to use in our matches. The team’s favorite was the Zola. It was were you stepped over 
the ball, touched it and turned with it. He also told us the inside, outside, laces, sole, toe, heel 
move.  
 

 
 
After a long session we were off to the match against Tranmere Rovers in Liverpool. It was a 
challenge because they were the toughest tacklers of all the teams we played. Our coach 
warned us beforehand so at least we were prepared. After the first half we were up 1-0. When 
the second half started, we added another goal but before the end we finally conceded a goal, 
but still managed to hold them off wining 2-1.   
 

 
 
After icing our legs we headed back to the hotel for dinner.  Some people went into Liverpool for 
the evening but we stayed in and had fun in the hotel. 



 
Day 8: MANCHESTER UNITED 
We woke early on Saturday and headed off to Liverpool for some last minute shopping and 
sightseeing.  A group of us went to the Beatles Museum. It was one of the best stops and all of 
the Beatles fans on our team were ecstatic. We traveled through the life story of the Beatles, and 
how they started from nothing and became one of the greatest bands ever. It was a very 
interesting experience even though we were not born during the time that the Beatles were 
created. Once we were done at the museum we went shopping a little bit at ShopDirect.com. We 
were only allowed to stay there for 15 minutes. We were behind schedule so everyone had to 
run for the bus before it left us behind.  
 
After that we went back to our hotel to pick up our parents. It took us about ten minutes to get to 
DW Stadium to watch Manchester United play Wigan Athletic. During the first half the score was 
tied 0-0. As the second half began both sides were excited to play. At the end of the game the 
team that won was of course Manchester United, winning 5-0. We were able to see Wayne 
Rooney’s 100th goal of his Man United career and Mchael Owen;s first ever goal for Man Utd. 
When we got back to the hotel Jack was thrilled that Man United won. We had dinner and then 
were able to play manhunt in the hotel for the last time. 
 

 
 
 
 
Day 9: PHILADELPHIA 
We woke extra early on Saturday to catch the bus down to Birmingham Airport.  Everybody was 
shattered and disappointed we were going home.  We had an amazing trip and were very 
fortunate to be able to play against some of the best academy teams in the UK.  We also had 
some great training sessions and watched some brilliant EPL games.   
 
Thank you to Barrie Love and Steve Jones of EPL Sports for organizing this tour for us.  Thank 
you to Coach Lee for organizing our Leicester games and for coaching us over the past 3 years. 
 


